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(2) The Perpetual Amara called eaqd dhimmah. This
consists in the acquisition of the status of the dhimmi, and
may be expressed or implicit, as, for instance, when the
harbi enters the Moslem state by a temporary aman, and
exceeds the time limit set by the imam, or if no limit has been
set, according to the Mabsut* when he resides in the Moslem
state a year, but according to others, only after a time
has been set and has elapsed. Indeed, when a harbi enters
the Moslem state by virtue of an aman the imam should
notify him, that should he reside a year or more, he would
be considered as a dhimmi and would be subject to the
jizyah and the khar&j. The author of the Majmaf approves
of the policy of allowing the harbis a short stay because in
the contrary case trade would stop and the Moslems would
suffer by it. If a harbi buys a kharaj land he becomes
dhimmi from the time the kharaj has been assessed on the
land, even if the time previously set has not elapsed. The
effect of becoming a dhimmi is security of property and
life. Indeed in the field of civil transactions the dhimmis
enjoy the same rights as the Moslems.2

In reply to the following question put by certain Moslems,
1' How may the dhimmis be allowed to persist in what is
the worst of crimes, i. e., unbelief, by payment of a mone-
tary consideration?", al-Sarakhsi says that the object is
not the monetary consideration, but their invitation to the
Faith in the most beautiful way. In fact, as a result of the
act of covenant (faqd al-dhimmah') the dhimmi abandons
fighting, and the person who does not fight may not be at-
tacked. Then, too, " the dhimmi by living among the Mos-
lems sees the beauties of the Moslem faith and is exhorted
to, and often does, accept Islam." 3

1 Majma', p. 510.

* Cf. Wajiz, vol. ii, p. 201; Minhdj, vol. iii, p. 283.

s Mabsut, part x, p. 77.